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[bookmark: _GoBack]At the beginning of the semester, my thinking regarding the purpose, philosophies/methods of formal education was different from my current thinking. I only went to school because that’s what my parents wanted but I didn’t know its purpose. I kept worrying about why I had to go to school when it does not pay. My study habits were also poor because I never knew to comprehensively understand the content of the course in a scholarly manner. I depended on worldly knowledge rather than research. I also believed in my opinions which I had gotten from my parents and friends. I made my academic arguments from anecdotal evidence. I viewed social sciences from the perspective of my society as a soft science that can be subjective.
My thinking has changed after reading and understanding the course content. I have been able to acknowledge the purpose of education as to get knowledge from our course content through evidence-based research that is important in building career skills. My perception about philosophies or methods of formal education has also greatly changed. I have learned how to use scholarly methods to make my academic arguments.  I got to learn of different guidelines that help engage with social justice content effectively.
First, I learned the importance of striving for “intellectual humility” as described by Robin & Ozlem (6). It is important to read and understand a point or concept before making arguments. I have learned that for an argument to be valid and acceptable, it must be up to peer review by scholars. To help in understanding course concepts better, I have learned to use techniques such as reading carefully the assigned materials, raising difficult concepts and terms in class, trying to connect the concepts and ideas, and posing questions.
The second guideline that I have learned is trying to differentiate opinion from informed knowledge. Robin and Ozlem state that “everyone has an opinion, all opinions are equally valid” (9). However, making academic arguments is using anecdotal evidence that is not supported by scholarly evidence. I have learned to use critical thinking and the use of research to make valid arguments for concepts. I have stopped making claims based on my personal experience but rather by a thorough examination of concepts. I have also learned to look at the overall patterns of concepts rather than emphasizing exceptions.
Social justice content has helped me learn how to use my reactions as the access to getting extensive knowledge. This is because social justice addresses political and emotional issues which can be distressful. By learning how to link me to the issues studied, I have been able to understand the course concepts better. These reactions triggered by social justice content have been constructive because I have been able to apply them in linking course concepts to facilitate better understanding.
Social justice content has also helped me to know how to identify my social positionality and how it helps in the understanding of the course content. I have also learned of the importance of considering the association between my positionality and that of my instructor and supporting his perspective. The course content has helped me to understand that instructors don’t grade students depending on their relationship but on how the student has shown comprehension of the course content through “well written, standard academic language and citation, and well organized” as stated by Robin & Ozlem (21).
The social justice content has helped me in changing my perceptions about the purpose and methods of formal education. My grade has been improving because I am focused on education and can use scholarly evidence to make academic arguments and other methods to satisfy the requirements of the instructors.
